Chinatown as Hotbed for Crime in Summer? FFIE Yvonne Kwok

Criminologists usually relate crime to the offender’s family background and social status.
However, there is an interesting criminology theory claiming the positive relationship be-
tween crime rate and temperature. One of the hypotheses states that people easily get agi-
tated when the weather is hot. Another hypothesis points out that summer creates a better
chance for people to interact in the public. Places with more public gatherings are more
susceptible to arguments. Also, summer break allows troubled teenagers to commit crimes
more easily. Although weather and temperature may not be the only cause of crimes, studies
have shown that there is higher crime rates in warmer nights. All in all, it is very important

to stay cautious and prevent crimes in Chinatown through joint effort.
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Summer Crimes S5 Yvonne Kwok

Crimes happen throughout the year but do you know that there are some crimes that are
more likely to occur in the Summer!

According to a study done in the U.S, violent crimes, such as rape, sexual assault, robbery
and aggravated assault, usually get worse in the summer. Property crime, especially house-
hold burglary, is another common “summer crime”. It can be explained by the fact that peo-
ple go on vacation in the summer and leave their house without properly locking their doors
and windows. Nice weather in the summer also favours renovation for the house such as
roof repair and painting. It facilitates burglar’s access to the neighbourhood since local resi-
dents may not be able to differentiate between construction workers and burglars.
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