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Hello, we are Jessica Chen and Jones Ng, this year’s co-op students for the
Helping Hands program. This program has brought together two very different
people, forming a unique friendship. Jessica is doing a double major in Psychology
and Economics at UBC, while Jones is doing a Criminology major at SFU. As
students from two opposite ends of the spectrum, working on different projects
together has allowed room for infinite creativity and chemistry. Jessica is the brain
of the pair, she enjoys quiet and serene activities like yoga, reading and travelling.
While Jones is the brawns, always spending time outdoors, playing sports and
practicing martial arts. Qur differences make us work well as a team. Jessica’s
compassionate and kind personality, as well as Jones’ willingness to interact and
listen, helped to understand the needs of tourists and local merchants. On the
other hand, while we often work together on projects, we also break it down to
smaller components and integrate each other’s parts to form a polished end
product. By interacting with the Chinese merchants and residents of Chinatown,
the helping hands program has allowed us to gain a better understanding of our
cultural roots and local community. Furthermore, it gave us a chance to make a
positive impact on the community by being the bridge between the Chinese
community and the Vancouver Police department.
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